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CONFIDENTIAL DACCA 4676 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, BG 

SUBJECT: DACCA MUNICIPAL POLLS POSTPONED AGAIN 
REFS: A. DACCA 4577; B. DACCA 4249 

1 . THE DACCA MUNICIPAL (POURASHAVA) ELECTIONS, SCHEDULED TO 
BE HELD AUGUST 28 AFTER ONE POSTPONEMENT, HAVE NOW BEEN 
POSTPONED AGAIN, AND WILL BE HELD ON SEPTEMBER 25 UNLESS 
ANOTHER REASON IS FOUND FOR FURTHER DELAY. ACCORDING TO 
AN ANNOUNCEMENT AUGUST 19, THE BDG "IN DEFERENCE TO PUBLIC 
WISHES", REQUESTED THE ELECTION COMMISSION TO POSTPONE THE 
ELECTIONS UNTIL AFTER RAMADAN, THE HOLY MONTH OF FASTING 
FOR MUSLIMS. 

2. COMMENT: THE DACCA ELECTIONS ARE BEING JUGGLED LIKE 
A HOT POTATO. THE ELECTIONS HAD ALREADY BEEN POSTPONED 
ONCE. ADDITIONALLY, DACCA WAS MADE AN EXCEPTION TO THE 
COUNTRY WIDE SYSTEM OF DIRECT ELECTION OF CHAIRMEN (REF B); 
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PATENTLY, THIS CHANGE RESULTED FROM CONCERN THAT THE 
"MAYOR" OF DACCA WOULD, IF ELECTED AT LARGE, BE AUTOMATICALLY 
A POTENTIALLY POWERFUL FIGURE POLITICALLY (EVEN IF LEGALLY 
POWERLESS) AND A POSSIBLE FOCUS OF OPPOSITION TO ZIA. OBSERVERS 
HAVE GRETTED THIS MOST RECENT POSTPONEMENT WITH UNCONCEALED 
SKEPTICISM, POINTING OUT THAT THE OBSERVANCE OF RAMANDAN SHOULD 
NOT IN ITSELF HINDER THE POLLING; "IT IS NO HARDER TO VOTE THAN 
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TO WORK” SUMS UP THE SENTIMENTS OF MANY. THERE IS A 

GROWING FEELING THAT THE MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATION (MLA) IS 

SIMPLY WARY OF HOLDING ANY ELECTION IN DACCA, TRADITIONALLY 

A HIGHLY POLITICIZED CITY. (IT IS NOTED THAT ZIA FOR 

ALL HIS TRAVELS, BOTH IN CONNECTION WITH THE REFERENDUM AND 

OTHERWISE, HAS NEVER SPOKEN TO A PUBLIC MEETING IN 

DACCA.) ELECTION POSTERS ARE NOW UP ALL OVER TOWN AND THE 

MLA, COMMITTED TO THE ELECTIONS, PRESUMABLY WILL HAVE TO 

FACE THE MUSIC SOMETIME OR TAKE THE RISK THAT THE 

"DEPRIVED" CITIZENS OF DACCA WILL EXPRESS THEIR POLITICAL VIEWS 

IN OTHER WAYS. 

BERGESEN 
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